532                               HASDRUBAL.

under the pro-praetor Q. Claudius.   These three armies, like
those of the northern country, were later consolidated into

,[f|                               two, by the consul taking the Tarentine legions to double up

W\ fill                               his army, which being done, the army of Bruttium moved to
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the Tarentine territory. One legion, under C. Hostilius,
stayed in Capua ; two defended Kome. Aulus Hostilius was
in Sardinia, and C. Mamilius in Sicily. There were in Italy
but fifteen legions this year; but under the eagles there were
nine armies, in all twenty-three legions. These were sup-
plemented by three fleets, in Spain, Sicily and Greece.

Hasdrubal was without question a good soldier, but he ap-
pears to have been of a careless habit. He is considered by
some to have shown himself Hannibal's equal; but the pat-
tern of Hannibal has been paralleled but a few times in the
world's history, Hasdrubal's campaigns in Spain were not
characterized by much success accomplished. His campaign
against the Scipios was brilliant, but the rest of his opera-
tions bore uniformly no fruit, and this generally from want

| 1                               of good management rather than want of ability. His move-

ment from Spain was delayed beyond reason. Had he joined
Hannibal after beating the Scipios in 212 B. C., while Hanni-
bal was still near the zenith of his success, and held Capua
and Tarentum, had destroyed one consular army at Herdonia,
and had dispersed another, the Barcas would have come nearer
the fulfillment of their purpose. It was well for Kome that
Hasdrubal did not do so. The intervening four years were
the ruin of the Carthaginian cause in Italy.

It would have been wiser for Hasdrubal to seek to join
Hannibal in southern Italy. To force a junction with him
over the wreck of all the enormous intervening armies, if he
entered northern Italy, was a task to overtax even his brother.
It was a far greater risk than to face the Koman fleet in
transporting a lesser army across the sea. He no doubt Hannibal must look for vahi-                            ;
